
1 
 

İZMİR INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 

SCHOOL OF FOREIGN LANGUAGES 

2019 - 2020 ACADEMIC YEAR 

 

 

ONLINE FINAL EXAM SPECIFICATIONS 
 

OVERALL DESIGN 

Test Type Final Achievement Test 

Purpose 

To create a measure of reading comprehension and writing skills as well as knowledge of grammar and vocabulary in English based 

on the course objectives/syllabus content in line with the proficiency level corresponding to B1 (+) of the CEFR (Common 

European Framework of Reference)  

Intended decisions/ Stakes 
The results will be used for summative purposes.  

It is considered a high-stakes test as the results will make a 70% contribution to the total score required to pass the Preparatory Class. 

Response format 
Multiple choice items/ Computer based assessment 

Typing/ Computer based assessment 

Number of test takers 940 

Number of tasks 8 

Time Allocated 190 minutes divided into 4 sessions 

Weighting of test 

components 

Language Use  30 test items making a %21,4 contribution to the total score 

Reading Comp. Skills            15 test items making a %21,4 contribution to the total score 

Writing Skills 

 

Task 1 making a %21,4 contribution to the total score 

Task 2 making a %35,8 contribution to the total score 

Reporting type Single score out of 70 
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Session 1 / 40 minutes 
WRITING SKILLS 

Task 

No Task Type Response Format  
Task Purpose Task Output Known  

Criteria 

Weighting 

1 Writing a well-

developed 

paragraph on a 

specified topic  

 

 

Typing, computer-based To assess test takers’ ability to 

generate ideas using background 

knowledge and determining which 

ones are central to the goals of the text; 

organise ideas by putting them into a 

logical order; produce an academic 

text using knowledge of  

*textual features, e.g. cohesion and 

coherence, 

*grammatical features of the target 

language, i.e. syntax and vocabulary 

appropriate to level B1 (+) of the 

CEFR 

*mechanics of conventional academic 

writing, i.e. punctuation, capitalisation, 

and indentation 

* A paragraph of 

minimum 120 

and maximum 

180 words words 

* Linguistic 

level - 

appropriate to 

level B1 (+) of 

the CEFR 

Responses will be marked 

using the rating scale 

specifically designed for 

the task (see page 6 below). 

 

15 / 40 points 

 

(Of the two writing 

tasks, this has lower 

weighting)  
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Session 2 / 70 minutes 
WRITING SKILLS 

Task 

No Task Type Response Format  
Task Purpose Task Output Known  

Criteria 

Weighting 

2 Writing a well-

developed 

opinion essay on 

a specified topic  

 

 

Typed, computer-based To assess test takers’ ability to 

generate ideas using background 

knowledge and determining which 

ones are central to the goals of the text; 

organise ideas by putting them into a 

logical order; produce a longer 

academic text using knowledge of  

*textual features, e.g. cohesion and 

coherence, 

*grammatical features of the target 

language, i.e. syntax and vocabulary 

appropriate to level B1 (+) of the 

CEFR 

*mechanics of conventional academic 

writing, i.e. punctuation, capitalisation, 

and indentation 

* 4 or 5 

paragraph-essay 

of minimum 250 

words 

* Linguistic 

level - 

appropriate to 

level B1 (+) of 

the CEFR 

Responses will be marked 

using the rating scale 

specifically designed for 

the task (see page 7 below). 

 

25 / 40 points 

(Of the two writing 

tasks, this has higher 

weighting)  
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Session 3 / 40 minutes 
 LANGUAGE USE 

Task 

No 
Task Type 

No of 

Items 
Response Format  

Task Purpose Known  

Criteria 

Weighting 

1 Error 

Recognition 

(focus on both 

grammar and 

vocabulary)  

3 4-option multiple 

choice, computer based 

To assess test takers’ ability to recognise the 

error in various grammatical 

structures/lexical forms - appropriate to level 

B1 (+) of the CEFR - given in discrete 

contexts 

Answer key with 

which test takers’ 

responses will be 

compared 

1,5 / 15 points  

 

*Each correct response: 0,5 

points  

*Each incorrect response: 0 

points 

2 Sentence 

Completion  

(focus on 

grammar)  

17 4-option multiple 

choice, computer based 

To assess test takers’ ability to recognise the 

correct grammatical/lexical item/clause - 

appropriate to level B1 (+) of the CEFR - to 

complete the sentences given in discrete 

contexts 

 

Answer key with 

which test takers’ 

responses will be 

compared 

5 / 15 points 

 

*Each correct response: 0,5 

points  

*Each incorrect response: 0 

points 

3 Sentence 

Completion 

(focus on 

vocabulary)  

10 4-option multiple 

choice, computer based 

To assess test takers’ ability to  

*recognise the correct word/phrase - 

appropriate to level B1 (+) of the CEFR - to 

complete the sentences given in discrete 

contexts 

*recognise the synonyms and antonyms of 

the words/phrases - appropriate to level B1 

(+) of the CEFR-given in discrete contexts 

Answer key with 

which test takers’ 

responses will be 

compared 

5 / 15 points 

 

*Each correct response: 0,5 

points  

*Each incorrect response: 0 

points 
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Session 4 / 40 minutes 
 READING COMPREHENSION SKILLS 

Task 

No Task Type 
No of 

Items Response Format  
Task Purpose Task Input 

(Text) 

Known  

Criteria 

Weighting 

1 Comprehension 

questions 

 

 

 

10 

 

 

4-option multiple 

choice, computer based 

 

To assess test takers’ ability to read 

carefully to understand main ideas and 

important details; understand inferred 

meaning; identify the meaning of 

references  

*Exposition/ 

Narration/ 

Description/ 

Argumentation  

*Semi-authentic 

text / concrete or 

abstract 

*Topics of 

general 

academic nature 

(i.e. not subject-

specific) 

*Maximum 500 

words 

* Linguistic 

level - 

appropriate to 

level B1 (+) of 

the CEFR 

Answer key with 

which test takers’ 

responses will be 

compared 

10 / 15 points 

 

*Each correct 

response: 1 point 

*Each incorrect 

response: 0 points 

2 Comprehension 

questions 

3 Text 

Completion  

5 5-option multiple 

choice, computer based 

To assess test takers’ ability to read 

carefully to understand main ideas and 

details; understand linguistic features 

of the text, i.e. syntactic structures of 

sentence and clause, discourse 

markers, lexical and grammatical 

cohesion, to complete the missing 

parts of the text 

 

Answer key with 

which test takers’ 

responses will be 

compared 

5 / 15 points 

 

*Each correct 

response: 1 point  

*Each incorrect 

response: 0 points 

 


