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IZMIR INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 

SCHOOL OF FOREIGN LANGUAGES 

DEPARTMENT OF MODERN LANGUAGES 

        2025–2026 SUMMER TERM ENG-101 SYLLABUS 

  

Instructor: Umut Salih Özbay 

E-Mail Address: umutozbay@iyte.edu.tr  (The messages on Teams will not be replied, 

so please contact to your instructor via e-mail) 

    

I. Rationale: ENG 101 aims to improve general language which were introduced at 

Preparatory School. The main focus is on improving students’ language skills academically. In 

addition to listening and reading skills, writing well-structured paragraphs and speaking 

activities such as role-plays, presentations, mini presentations, pair/group discussions will be 

conducted to improve students’ speaking skills and to ensure active participation in class.    

II. Course Objectives: At the end of the course,   

Writing  

Students will be able to:   

• write simple formal emails requesting information. 

• write a basic paragraph containing a topic sentence and related details, if provided with a 

model. 

• understand and apply the basic structure of academic paragraphs (topic sentence, 

supporting details, concluding sentence). 

• write clear, coherent, and cohesive paragraphs using appropriate transition words and 

cohesive devices. 

• develop academic writing skills such as description, cause–effect, and problem–solution 

organization. 

• apply summarizing and paraphrasing strategies in written work. 

• produce short academic and technical texts with clarity, accuracy, and logical flow. 

Reading  

Students will be able to:  

• make good use of pre-reading strategies such as predicting, skimming, scanning, etc. 

• identify major and minor ideas within a text. 

• identify reference signals and understand what they stand for. 

• understand and use academic vocabulary; guess the meanings of words they do not know 

by using appropriate clues. 

• apply skimming and scanning strategies to understand gist and locate specific 

information. 

• recognize the author’s purpose, tone, and perspective in academic readings. 

• expand academic and technical vocabulary through context. 

• demonstrate critical reading skills by evaluating sources, arguments, and evidence. 

 

Listening   

Students will be able to:  

• follow the linear structure of a short formal talk.  
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• understand the main ideas and supporting details in short academic talks and discussions. 

• recognize signposting language and organizational cues in spoken academic English. 

• take effective notes while listening to academic presentations or lectures. 

• follow and respond to peer presentations with relevant questions and comments. 

• develop active listening strategies to support speaking, reading, and writing tasks. 

Speaking  

Students will be able to:  

• engage in short academic discussions using appropriate vocabulary and expressions 

(agreeing, disagreeing, clarifying). 

• develop presentation skills, including structuring ideas, using signposting language, and 

integrating visuals. 

• deliver academic presentations with clarity, logical organization, and audience 

interaction. 

• participate effectively in Q&A sessions, showing critical thinking and clear responses. 

• improve pronunciation, pacing, and intonation for clearer academic communication. 

Other 

Students will be able to: 

• define academic integrity and plagiarism and distinguish between the two. 

• recognize different forms of plagiarism and understand why it is considered unethical. 

• learn the importance of citing sources and giving credit to authors. 

• follow and apply the steps of preparing an academic presentation. 

• apply hook and elaboration techniques. 

• revise specific words and phrases in presentations. 

• describe the fundamentals of technical writing, including its purpose, audience and key 

components. 

 

III. Course Rules & Requirements:     

  

Communication  

• All communication outside the class will be carried out via ONLY e-mail (your 

std.edu.tr e-mail address), NOT Microsoft Teams. Your questions through Teams will 

not be answered. All kinds of oral or written communication should be made during 

working hours (8.30-17.30) on weekdays. On the condition that students need to inform 

the lecturer for urgent occasions, it is possible to communicate at the weekend.   

• The preferred method of communication is through the lecturer’s and the student’s 

official İYTE e-mail account: ..........@iyte.edu.tr   

• Proper language should be used, and the message to be conveyed should be clearly 

conveyed in correspondence. When writing an e-mail, the subject of the message should 

be clearly written in two or three words. The documents you want to add to the message 

should be attached to the message attachment and the name and surname should be 

written at the end of the message.  

• If for any reason you are unable to access your e-mail account with İYTE, it is your 

responsibility to correct the problem and to obtain all information which may have been 

sent to you. If you have trouble setting up your İYTE e-mail account, you should contact 

epostadestek@iyte.edu.tr as soon as possible.  
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E-mail Netiquette   

• Be brief.  

• Use a descriptive subject line.   

• Avoid attachments unless you are sure your recipients can open them.   

• Sign your message with your name and return e-mail address.   

• Think before you send the e-mail to more than one person. Does everyone really need 

to see your message?   

• Be sure you REALLY want everyone to receive your response when you click, “reply 

all.”   

• Be sure that the message author intended for the information to be passed along before 

you click the “forward” button.  

Attendance  

Attendance is compulsory (70% of the course) 

     

IV. Student Conduct  

Each student is required to conduct himself/herself in a manner of an effective learning 

environment. Any student who unduly disrupts a class or violates any behavior rule, regulation 

during lessons shall be subject to immediate removal from the session and to appropriate 

disciplinary action. Any student caught cheating on an examination shall receive an FF in the 

course. Any student charged by the instructor with misconduct whether academic or 

nonacademic shall be subject to disciplinary action.   

Course Material:   

• Lecturer’s notes and materials   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  E - mail  F ormat   
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V. Course Schedule:   

 

Week Unit/Theme Functions/Useful Language 
Language Skills and 

Learning Outcomes 
Suggested Context/Tasks & Assignments 

Week 1:   

22nd -23rd 

July, 2026 

 

Introduction to 

the course  

Syllabus 

 

 

 

Understanding 

Academic 

Integrity and 

Plagiarism 

Formal e-mail 

writing in an 

academic setting 

Digital Literacy 

Skills 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction to 

Technical English 

Academic Reading 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Midterm I 

Announcement 

 

 

Presentation Skills 

Midterm Exam II 

Announcement 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Signposting language 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

• Defining academic 

integrity and plagiarism and 

distinguishing between the 

two 

• Recognizing different 

forms of plagiarism and 

understanding why it is 

considered unethical 

• Writing simple formal 

emails  

• Navigating and evaluating 

online academic sources for 

credibility and relevance 

 

 

• Identifying main ideas and 

supporting details in 

academic texts 

• Skimming for general 

meaning and scanning for 

specific information 

• Recognizing technical 

vocabulary in context 

• Expanding vocabulary 

knowledge related to 

academic and technical 

contexts. 

 

 

 

• organizing a short 

academic/technical 

presentation (introduction, 

body, conclusion) 

•using signposting language 

(e.g., first, next, finally, in 

conclusion) 

•designing and using simple 

visual aids (slides, diagrams, 

images) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Academic Integrity 

• The Importance of Academic Integrity 

• Plagiarism 

• How to Avoid Plagiarism  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Highlighting technical vocabulary in the 
passage and discussing possible 
meanings from context 

• Answering comprehension questions 
focusing on gist and details 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• How to give a compelling presentation 

• Outline the structure of a short 
academic presentation. 

• Signposting language 

• Deliver a mini-presentation in groups 
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Week 2:   

29th -30th 

June, 2026 

 

Writing Skills  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coherence 

&Cohesion 

• Connection and 

transition words 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

•understanding the structure 

of a paragraph (topic 

sentence, supporting 

sentences, concluding 

sentence) 

•identifying effective topic 

sentences in short texts 

•practicing writing clear and 

focused topic sentences 

•using basic connectors and 

transition words (e.g., and, 

but, because, for example) 

 

•Recognizing the importance 

of coherence (logical order 

of ideas) in academic writing 

•Using cohesive devices 

(transition words, pronouns, 

conjunctions) effectively 

•Practicing paragraph unity 

(staying focused on one main 

idea) 

•Organizing supporting 

details in a logical sequence 

•Linking sentences smoothly 

to create flow 

• Identify strong vs. weak topic 
sentences 

• Draft a structured paragraph 
(topic/supporting/concluding) 

• Peer review: exchange and evaluate 
paragraphs 

• Use connectors/transition words in 
context 

 

 

 

• Coherence & Cohesion 

• Rearrange scrambled sentences into a 
coherent paragraph 

• Practice linking sentences smoothly 
with cohesive devices 

• Write and submit one revised academic 
paragraph 

 

Week 3:   

5th-6th 

August, 

2026 

 

 

Sustainable 

Development 

Goals 

Academic Reading 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21st Century Skills  

Academic Reading 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Midterm I 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Cause-effect, problem-
solution structures 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
•reading academic/technical 
texts related to global 
challenges (e.g., 
environment, innovation, 
equity) 
•identifying main ideas, 
supporting evidence, and 
examples in SDG-related 
readings 
•understanding cause–effect 
and problem–solution 
structures in academic texts 
•expanding academic and 
technical vocabulary 
connected to sustainability 
 
 
•developing critical reading 
strategies (questioning, 
evaluating, comparing 
sources) 
•identifying author’s 
purpose, tone, and 
perspective in academic 
texts 
•recognizing bias, 
assumptions, and evidence 
in reading materials 

 

 

• Read an SDG-related text and extract 

main ideas 

• Identify cause–effect and problem–

solution structures 

• Create a mind map of one SDG 

challenge and possible solutions 

 

 

 

• Applying critical reading prompts 

(What is the claim? What evidence is 

used? What’s missing?) 

• Identifying author’s purpose, tone, and 

perspective through targeted questions 

• Recognizing bias, assumptions, and 

loaded language; highlighting and 

annotating examples 

• Distinguishing evidence from opinion 

• Comparing samples on various contexts 

(Agreement, Disagreement, Strength of 

Evidence, etc.) 

• Discussion or reflection related to topic 
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Week 4:   

12th-13th 

August, 
2026 

 

Midterm 

(Academic 

Presentations) 

 •Structuring longer academic 

presentations (background, 

main argument, evidence, 

conclusion) 

•Using academic vocabulary 

and formal expressions 

effectively 

•Integrating data, visuals, 

and references into 

presentations 

 

Week 5:   
19th-20th 
August, 
2026 

 

 

Academic Reading  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflection and 

revision  

Final exam 

guidelines and 

sample questions 

 

 

 

 

• Synonyms and 

alternative phrases 

• Paraphrasing and 

restating 

 

 

•reading for gist and specific 
information in short 
academic/technical texts 
•identifying key vocabulary 
and phrases useful for oral 
discussion 
•restating main ideas from a 
reading passage 
•using synonyms and 
structural changes to restate 
ideas accurately. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

• Reading for gist and specific 

information 

• Highlight and discuss key vocabulary in 

pairs 

• Restate main ideas using synonyms and 

structural changes 

• Practicing paraphrasing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Revising the topics 

• Reviewing final exam guidelines  

• Practising with sample questions 

• Conducting a survey that evaluates and 

allows reflection on the course 

Week 6:   

26th 

August, 

2026 

 

Final Exam  

 

  

 

 

 

  

Assessment 

 
 Grade  Description  Date  

MIDTERM I 

 

20 Writing an Academic 

Paragraph 

06.08.2026 

MIDTERM II 40 points Academic Presentation 12.08.2026 – 13.08.2026 

Presentations (face-to-face in classrooms) 

 

 FINAL  40 points All course content 26.08.2026 
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Final Exam Content 

 

 

 
 

Parts of the Exam Response Format Number of Questions Total Mark (40) 

Part 1: Vocabulary Close-ended (fill in the blanks) 12 12 

Part 2:  Reading Open-ended (short constructed 

response) 

10 20 

Part 3: Paraphrasing Open-ended (short constructed 

response) 

4 8 


